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LEGACY TO MODERN
Our Program is maturing and growing, and our
operations and systems must support our efforts.
Modernization is a holistic process, encompassing
both operational and technical elements.

HELLO INNOVATORS
As many of you are aware, we have made a conscientious effort over the last year to solicit
input directly from Program participants and industry to understand how we can continue
to improve the NASA SBIR/STTR Program. We conducted more than 100 input sessions
encompassing interviews, design sessions, and suggestions from Industry Day and on our
website. We also received about 400 submissions to our Request for Information (RFI) held
in early 2017.
In response to your feedback and because of
our continuous growth, we are modernizing
the Program! Modernization is holistic –
encompassing both operational and technical
elements. This means streamlining complex
processes where possible, enhancing the Solicitation, and upgrading
our system so that you can focus on submitting a quality proposal to get
your innovation into NASA’s missions and into the commercial market.
You will begin to hear more about our modernization efforts – not only
in this newsletter, but across our communications. We will keep you
abreast of updates and changes along the way and, as always, look
forward to your ongoing feedback.
The NASA SBIR/STTR Program has been around since 1982. We are
excited to see the Program continuously evolving through the years and
we encourage you to submit a proposal in 2018!
Jenn Gustetic, Program Executive, NASA SBIR/STTR Programs

2018 Solicitation Period:
January 11, 2018 - March 9, 2018
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SYSTEM MODERNIZATION – SNEAK PEEK!
NASA SBIR/STTR is happy to announce that we are revamping our proposal submission system. The new system
is more modern, intuitive, and user-friendly. One of the new features that you asked for is a dashboard to help
manage your submissions. Take a peek below and note some of the new features!

A variety of help
support options
including online
help and FAQs
or contact us
via email or
phone

Snapshot of Firm
Information and
percentage of
completion

List of your
most recent
activity for quick
reference
List of your
proposals and
actions required for
easy reference

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Join us for our system demo on
January 9th

ADDITIONAL NEW FEATURES:
Contextual help throughout the process

Access proposal package even after submission closes

Step-by-step guidance to endorse

Pre-populated certifications for prior awardees

Dynamic budget form showing running totals

Separate registration for Research Institutions

Validation process before final endorsement

Ability for Research Institutions to use a single account
for multiple proposals
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE UPDATED SYSTEM
For the first time, we are conducting webinars specifically to demonstrate the modernized proposal submission
system and train you on how to use it. All proposers must use the system to submit a proposal. The proposal
submission is an in-depth process and can take time. Get to know the system early so that you can focus on
submitting a quality proposal. The live demo will give you an opportunity to speak directly with our experts and
ask questions.
WEBINAR 1: SYSTEM DEMONSTRATION

Get a first walk-through of our updated system. We’ll
review key highlights of simplified and improved features
that you requested most.
January 9, 2018 2 pm ET

:
REGISTER FOR WEBINARS AT
sbir.nasa.gov/webinars

WEBINAR 2: SYSTEM TRAINING

Make the new system work for you with a step-by-step training. Perfect for Administrators and staff members
who are most involved in the proposal submission.
January 17, 2018 2 pm ET

PILOT I-CORPS PROGRAM SUCCESSFULLY
IMPLEMENTED, WILL CONTINUE IN 2018
This year, NASA SBIR/STTR partnered with the National Science Foundation (NSF) to offer selected Phase I
contractors the opportunity to participate in the NSF Innovation Corps Program (I-Corps™). Through the
I-Corps training Program, small businesses can gain a better understanding of their customer’ needs and value
proposition, as well as obtain an outline of a business plan for moving forward. NASA offers two I-Corps Programs
– “Bootcamp” and “Cohort” – both including entrepreneurial immersion training course, interviews with potential
customers, and development of a Business Model Canvas. The Cohort is a much more comprehensive Program.
For the pilot I-Corps Program, each selected SBIR/STTR Phase I company formed a three-person team consisting
of the Principal Investigator, an Entrepreneurial Lead (i.e., founder, president or business executive), and an
Industry Mentor. The I-Corps curriculum is team-centric and emphasizes customer discovery and development,
risk assessment, lessons learned, agility and evidence-based strategies for commercialization. The training is led
by instructors who have each created one or more companies and who have also served as industry mentors. The
instructors lead the classroom training material presentations, feedback and lessons learned discussions, office
hours, and webinar presentations. Besides classroom participation both at the Kickoff Workshop and Closing
Workshop, the teams attend weekly webinars led by the instructors and perform weekly homework assignments
(books/articles and videos).
For 2017, NASA selected 11 SBIR/STTR Phase I companies for I-Corps. Each company received a
research and development (R&D) training grant that was issued in parallel with the Phase I contract. Each
grant also included funding to support the company’s I-Corps participation.
For 2018, NASA anticipates making I-Corps available to more SBIR and STTR Phase I contractors by
offering less funding for each training grant.
Additional information for the NASA I-Corps Program is available at sbir.nasa.gov/content/I-Corps.
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ALUMNI UPDATES
We enjoy hearing from current and past Program participants! Seeing small businesses grow and flourish as
a result of our Program makes us proud. Check out the letter below highlighting the successful transition of
Honeybee Robotics from a small company to a large company after participation in the NASA SBIR Program.

“There are many reasons why Honeybee Robotics has
become a successful large business, but no single reason
sticks out more to me than the availability and approachability
of the NASA SBIR Program… The importance of the role
of the NASA SBIR Program played in the growth of the
company will never be forgotten.”
Stephen Gorevan
Chairman, Honeybee Robotics

Congratulations!
Aurora Flight Sciences, creator of the ISS Universal Battery Charger developed under contract for the NASA SBIR
Program, will be acquired by Boeing in a move to increase its capabilities in the field of autonomous flight.
Do you have an update?
Contact your CTTL or the Program Help Desk to provide an update. Your innovation may be featured
in our next newsletter and on our website!

RECENT SUCCESS
STORY - FINDING COST
EFFICIENCIES IN U.S.
NATIONAL AIRSPACE
OPERATIONS

Under the NASA SBIR Phase II, Robust Analytics developed
the Air Traffic Cost Assessment Tool (ATCAT), a model that
estimates the cost of operating commercial aircraft in
the NAS.
The ATCAT software and associated data will be integrated
with the SMART NAS Data Distribution Service message
infrastructure as a stand-alone application or service for use
by NASA researchers. The ATCAT version installed in the test
bed will estimate in near realtime the costs of operating flights
in the NAS, including: actual NAS flights, planned flights, and
simulated and shadow-mode flights.
This innovation offers a greater understanding of the cost
drivers for aircraft operators and will help to validate the cost
and revenue impacts.

EXPLORE MORE SUCCESSES AT SBIR.NASA.GOV
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