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MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
NASA is seeking your feedback on its SBIR/STTR Program
and 2017 SBIR/STTR Solicitation, as well as your ideas
on potential new subtopics for consideration in the
development of the 2018 solicitation.
»» Read more on page 2

HELLO INNOVATORS
2017 welcomes a new year of SBIR/STTR opportunities
for entrepreneurs and small business communities across
the nation. Our program success is grounded in creating
an environment that supports innovation in far-reaching
ways. This issue of The Concept provides information on
a number of new program initiatives for SBIR/STTR award
recipients including additional funding through the Civilian
Commercialization Readiness Pilot Program.
Collaboration is a key way that NASA facilitates innovation.
We seek to engage with both small business and investors
to develop technology that advances NASA’s mission while
providing opportunities for technology transfer to the public
sector. We also work with organizations that can help our SBIR/STTR award recipients get closer to
realizing their goal of commercialization for their innovative products or services. One such example
is NASA’s SBIR/STTR partnership with the National Science Foundation to offer selected SBIR/STTR
awardees with the opportunity to participate in the NSF Innovation Corps program which is highlighted
in this issue. This new program is aimed at providing small businesses, including start-up firms, with
entrepreneurship training.
We are committed to helping a diverse portfolio of small businesses and entrepreneurs realize
commercial success by truly understanding your needs and providing support through a number of
methods including workshops, our recent Request For Information and the 2017 SBIR/STTR Solicitation.
Your input on our efforts is truly valued and critical to helping us provide the best opportunities for small
businesses.
We hope you enjoy this issue of The Concept and can take advantage of the numerous ways to engage
with SBIR/STTR.
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2017 SBIR/STTR SOLICITATION
From November 17, 2016 to January 20, 2017, NASA invited small businesses to submit proposals for the 2017 SBIR/STTR Solicitation.
In response, NASA received over 1,600 Phase I proposals! The SBIR/STTR selection announcement is currently scheduled for
April 2017.

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD: RFI CLOSES FEB 28TH
NASA is seeking your feedback on its 2017 SBIR/STTR Solicitation as well as your ideas on potential new subtopics for consideration in the development of
next year’s program solicitation. Visit FedBizOps to access NASA’s Request for Information (RFI) Notice and share your feedback by February 28. Through
this RFI, NASA also requests feedback regarding programmatic processes with a focus on the solicitation process, outreach, post Phase-II Initiatives, and
other areas.
By participating in this RFI, small businesses and industry have the opportunity to:
»» Share feedback and ideas to benefit the stakeholders of NASA’s SBIR/STTR Program and impact the development of the 2018 SBIR/STTR Solicitation
»» Submit high value ideas that may result in an invitation to present or participate in a future NASA SBIR/STTR Workshop
»» Network and develop connections by sharing contact information with other RFI participants
through the networking opt-in option available from the RFI submission form
NASA’s SBIR/STTR Program has been actively working to increase engagement with industry
over the last year. This RFI reflects that effort to increase communication and obtain
feedback on how to better engage with the small business community and industry.
Key Info:
»» Input accepted January 23, 2017 – February 28, 2017
»» Submit through the NASA SBIR/STTR Electronic Handbook
»» View RFI at FedBizOps

BUSINESS ACUMEN TRAINING
NASA is partnering with the National Science Foundation (NSF) to offer SBIR/STTR awardees the opportunity to participate in the NSF Innovation Corps program
(I-CorpsTM) in 2017. Through this program small businesses, including start-up firms, can increase the odds of accelerating the process of developing their
SBIR/STTR developed technologies into a repeatable and scalable business model.
The I-CorpsTM program teaches awardees to identify valuable product opportunities that
can emerge from academic research, and offers entrepreneurship training to participants
by combining experience and guidance from established entrepreneurs through a targeted
curriculum.
The program will put select SBIR/STTR awardees through a version of the NSF Lean
Launchpad – I-CorpsTM process which includes:
»» Developing their business model hypotheses
»» Testing those hypotheses through the Customer Development Interview process
Learn more about I-CorpsTM
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ACCELERATE THE TRANSITION OF YOUR TECHNOLOGY
TO COMMERCIALIZATION
Calling all small businesses that have successfully completed Phase II
funding under any federal agency’s SBIR or STTR program. The Civilian
Commercialization Readiness Pilot Program (CCRPP) may be your next
opportunity to secure additional funding for your innovation. NASA is reintroducing CCRPP to further advance innovative technology with high
potential for commercial impact.
Through CCRPP, NASA seeks to mature SBIR/STTR developed
technology from a combination of further SBIR/STTR program
investment and non SBIR/STTR program investor funds.
NASA will match investments with SBIR/STTR program funds
up to $2 million for each CCRPP award. Eligible firms must identify
and obtain commitment from an investor to provide matching funds prior
to submission of the CCRPP application. The technology proposed for
advancement toward commercialization should have a strong relevance to
NASA, as well as a strong potential use by NASA and/or markets outside of
NASA beyond the CCRPP investment.

Key Info:
»» Submission accepted March 1 - 31, 2017
»» Detailed information on the CCRPP, including application requirements
and investor guidelines, is available online
»» A notice of opportunity to participate in NASA’s CCRPP has been
posted on FedBizOps

TIBBETTS AWARDS HIGHLIGHT EXEMPLARY SBIR ACHIEVEMENTS
technological impact on the socio-economic front. Award winners are
selected based on the economic impact of their technological innovation,
and the extent to which that innovation served federal R&D needs,
encouraged diverse participation, and increased the commercialization of
federal research.

On January 10, 2017 at the Old Executive Office Building in Washington, DC,
the U.S. Small Business Administration honored individuals, organizations
and firms with the Tibbetts Award for best exemplifying SBIR achievements.
Seven NASA SBIR participants were recognized for their contributions to
technology and innovation at the Tibbetts Award Ceremony.
Named after Roland Tibbetts, the acknowledged father of the SBIR program,
the prestigious Tibbetts Awards recognize those who have made a visible

“NASA SBIR is proud to be part of such an important program that showcases
the talents of small businesses across the country. We are excited that our
awardees have this opportunity to receive recognition for their achievement
in receiving this distinguished award. We are committed to providing small
businesses with funding and support to develop innovations that help NASA
achieve its mission while leveraging federal research to transform industries
from aerospace to medicine to agriculture.”
- Ms. Jenn Gustetic, SBIR Program Executive
Read about the 2016 winners

SAVE THE DATE! INDUSTRY DAY 2017

The NASA SBIR/STTR Industry Day 2017 is coming June 25-27 to the NASA Ames Research Center in the Silicon
Valley. Through this Industry Day, NASA seeks to strengthen its relationship with the small business community and
increase communication between NASA and potential proposers.
Key Info:
»» June 25-27
»» NASA Ames Research Center in the Silicon Valley
»» Save the date, more information will be posted on the NASA SBIR website within the next few weeks
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F E AT U R E D N A S A S U C C E S S S T O R I E S

NEW FUNDING
OPPORTUNITY THROUGH
CCRPP

BLACK SWIFT TECHNOLOGIES:
INNOVATIVE UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM ARMS NASA
SCIENTISTS WITH CRITICAL DATA
Colorado-based Black Swift Technologies created a small unmanned aircraft system (sUAS) to help NASA get a clearer picture of soil
moisture through the SBIR program. Now NASA scientists can gather ground truth measurements for a clearer observation by getting
closer to the source. This can help rule out misleading results generated by satellite imagery. Black Swift’s sUAS provides measurements
of volumetric soil moisture content over agricultural-plot sized areas to support water management, agriculture, and fire, flood and drought
hazard monitoring. According to Black Swift Technologies Soil Moisture Project PI Maciej Stachura, “NASA’s SBIR program has allowed us
to continue our work in using sUAS to better understand the environment with the goal of making a positive change in the world.”
Read Entire Story

NUVOTRONICS:
MULTI-FREQUENCY RADAR TRANSFORMS CLOUD AND
PRECIPITATION STUDIES
Nuvotronics Inc, a North Carolina-based firm, helped make NASA’s concept for a multi-frequency radar a reality using its PolyStrata®
process through the SBIR program. Their innovative process can be used to produce fundamentally new and very small three-dimensional
metallic and dielectric (having electrical insulating properties) structures for very high frequencies. Cloud and precipitation studies had
been limited until Nuvotronics Inc helped NASA realize its vision for a radar that could collect a range of data not possible before.
According to Nuvotronics President Scott Meller, “The NASA SBIR program acted as a springboard after our initial success with DARPA.
NASA’s investment in our PolyStrata® technology allowed us to think outside the box to identify new ways to innovate data gathering and
communications instruments.”
Read Entire Story
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NASA’S SPACE TECHNOLOGY MISSION DIRECTORATE
SEEKING PARTNERSHIPS WITH U.S. COMPANIES TO ADVANCE
COMMERCIAL SPACE TECHNOLOGIES
NASA’s Space Technology Mission Directorate is seeking potential partnerships that will focus on advancing commercially-developed technologies that can
benefit both the commercial and government use of space. As part of this solicitation, NASA will provide technical expertise, test facilities, hardware, and
software to accelerate the development and availability of these technologies and reduce costs associated with their implementation and use.
The proposal deadline for the Announcement of Collaborative Opportunity (ACO) solicitation
(#NNH17ZOA001K) is March 15, 2017. Proposals submitted under this ACO must be led by a
U.S. for-profit entity and must include one or more NASA Centers as a team member(s).
For this opportunity, NASA is seeking partnerships in the following technology areas:
»»

Topic 1: Small Launch Vehicle Technology Development

»»

Topic 2: Reliable Electronics Technology Development

»»

Topic 3: Advanced Communications Technology Development

»»

Topic 4: In-space Propulsion Technology Development

For more information on how to apply, visit the announcement online

REAUTHORIZATION ALLOWS FIRMS TO LEVERAGE
SBIR/STTR UNTIL 2022
The SBIR/STTR Reauthorization was passed by both the US House of Representatives and US Senate, as part of the 2017 National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA), and was signed into law. The SBIR/STTR language included in that Act calls for a simple 5-year reauthorization with no allocation increase or
pilot programs, pushing the expiration date back to September 30, 2022. SBIR/STTR programs provide more than $2 billion of R&D funding to innovative
small business across a broad range of technologies.

2017 MASSVENTURES START PROGRAM KICK OFF!
The MassVentures SBIR Targeted Technologies (START) program is hosting
an information session for potential applicants.
»»

Hear from the START managers about the process

»»

Learn from past winners about what makes a successful application

»»

Get insights from judges on what they look for in applicants

The START program helps growing
Massachusetts-based companies
commercialize technologies developed under SBIR and STTR contracts.
The START program plays an important role in powering Massachusetts’
Innovation Economy.
Learn more about the START Program

Thursday March 9, 2017
10 - 11:30 am
Triton Systems, Inc.
200 Turnpike Road
Chelmsford, MA 01824
To RSVP, please contact GCormier@mass-ventures.com
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KEY DATES:
»» February 28
RFI Closes

NASA SBIR/STTR 2017
PROGRAM PARTICIPATION GUIDE

»» March 8
SBIR 2016 Phase II Selection Announcement

This guide provides an overview of NASA SBIR/STTR program opportunities
for Small Business Concerns and Research Institutions to participate in
Government-sponsored R&D efforts. Download the guide today to learn
more about the program and access key information on how to participate
and points of contact.

»» April 17
SBIR/STTR 2017 Phase I Selection Announcement

NASA’s SBIR/STTR Program Participation Guide can be found on the
sbir.nasa.gov website

»» March 1-31
CCRPP Application Period

UPCOMING OUTREACH EVENTS:
»» March 7
NMO/JPL Women-Owned Small Businesses Industry Day,
Pasadena, CA.

»» April 18-20
National Council of Entrepreneurial Tech Transfer (NCET2)
University Startups Conference & Demo Day, Washington D.C.

»» March 16
KSC OSBP Chamber of Commerce Meeting

»» May 9
Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB)
Industry Day, Marshall Space Flight Center, Huntsville, AL.

»» March 19 – 22
DENT 2017, Sun Valley, ID.
»» March 21
Starburst Aerospace Accelerator, Los Angeles CA.

»» May 15-17
National SBIR/STTR Conference, National Harbor, MD.

»» March 23-24
2017 SBIR/STTR Arizona Regional Summit, Tucson, AZ.
»» April 3-5
The 2017 Navy Forum for SBIR/STTR Transition, National Harbor,
MD.
»» April 4–6
HBCU NASA Technology Infusion, Tennessee State University.

ROAD TOUR MAKES STOP AT UNIVERSITY OF LAS VEGAS
Representatives from NASA SBIR/STTR participated
in the Historically Black Colleges and Universities/
Minority-Serving Institutions (HBCU/MSI) Infusion
Road Tour from January 10 to 12, 2017 at the
University of Nevada – Las Vegas. The Road
Tour is designed to assist NASA and large prime
contractors to meet and/or exceed the Agency
mandated HBCUs/MSI goals. In addition, the Road
Tour provides HBCUs/MSIs an introduction and a
platform to connect with NASA and large prime
contractors to pursue non-grant funding.
Approximately 115 participants from thirteen
HBCU/MSI universities attended the event at
the University of Nevada - Las Vegas. The event
featured sessions, panels, and one-on-one
discussions with NASA SBIR/STTR technical
managers, NASA small business specialists, Federal Government representatives, and prime contractors. NASA SBIR/STTR was represented at the
event by Joseph Grant, Ramsey Smith, Damian Taylor, Robert Jones, and Keith Woodman who provided an overview of the NASA SBIR/STTR Program,
presented topics focused on strategic alignment of research Interest to SBIR/STTR subtopics, and elaborated on finding opportunities within the NASA
Mission Directorates.

To suggest articles for future issues or to request additional information on topics covered in this newsletter, please contact us at sbir@reisystems.com
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