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Many exciting new changes are
occurring within the NASA Small
Business Innovation Research (SBIR)
and Small Business Technology Transfer
(STTR) programs.

Executive Corner

This issue will highlight a few of the
changes made to the solicitations. Firms
are always recommended to carefully
review the full solicitations as well as
the complete list of all changes from
last year. In addition to the solicitation
changes, we unveiled our newly redesigned NASA SBIR/STTR Website on
November 4.
One particulary notable change -- for the first time, firms proposing
to the Select Solicitaiton this year will have the opportunity to submit
questions for clarication during this year’s open solicitation period.
Questions should be addressed to specific subtopics in the Select
Solicitation only via the NASA SBIR/STTR Website.
As a reminder, the SBIR/STTR and SBIR Select Solicitations for program
year 2014 opened on November 14 and will close on January 29.
We thank you for your patience and support during these times of
change and look forward reviewing the many new and promising
innovative technology proposals.
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SBIR/STTR Program Year
2013 Solicitation Noteworthy
Changes
The SBIR/STTR & SBIR Select solicitations have been rewritten
in order to comply with the new rules and regulations of the
recent SBIR Reauthorization. This article highlights some of the
major changes, and it is recommended that firms carefully read
the solicitations before submitting their proposals.

SBIR

STTR

SBIR Select

Phase I

Maximum Funding: $125,000
Period of Performance:
6 months

Maximum Funding: $125,000
Period of Performance:
6 months*

Maximum Funding: $125,000
Period of Performance:
6 months

Phase II

Maximum Funding: $750,000
Period of Performance:
24 months

Maximum Funding: $750,000
Period of Performance:
24 months

Maximum Funding: $1,500,000
Period of Performance:
24 months

Phase II-E

Maximum Funding: $150,000
Phase II contract extension:
up to 6-12 months

Maximum Funding: $150,000
Phase II contract extension:
up to 6-12 months

Maximum Funding: $150,000
Phase II contract extension:
up to 6-12 months

Phase II-X

Maximum Funding: $500,000
Phase II contract extension:
up to 12-24 months

Maximum Funding: $500,000
Phase II contract extension:
up to 12-24 months

Maximum Funding: $500,000
Phase II contract extension:
up to 12-24 months

SAM Registration

SBA Company Registration
The SBIR reauthorization now requies all proposers to the SBIR and STTR programs to register at the SBA Company Registry
prior to proposal submission and attach proof of registration. Even if firms have previously registered, they are still required
to attach proof of registration. For registration, please visit www.sbir.gov/registration.

NAICS Registration
SBIR/STTR firms are required to register under a NAICS code, which classifies the economic sector, industry and
country of their business. Registration in SAM requires a NAICS code. To identify your firm’s NAICS code(s), please visit
www.census.gov/eos/www/naics.

* STTR’s period of performance for Phase I awards
will be reduced from 12 months to 6 months.

Feature Highlight

To participate in the SBIR/STTR program, firms must register in the System for Award Management (SAM) database prior to
proposal submission. For new firms, the registration process may take up to five business days to complete.
On July 29, 2012, SAM replaced the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) and the Online Representations and Certifications
Application (ORCA). If you were previously registered in CCR, your information has been transferred to SAM. Please
visit www.sam.gov for more information and to register or update your registration.

SBIR/STTR Program Year 2013
Solicitation Changes Continued...
Phase I- Phase II Transition
To be eligible for a Phase I award, proposers that have
previously won over 20 Phase I SBIR/STTR awards over
the past 5 years (excluding the most recently completed
fiscal year) must satisfy the Phase I-Phase II transition rate
benchmark, which requires SBIR/STTR firms to have at least
a 25 percent Phase I to Phase II success rate. For a more
information, please visit www.federalregister.gov.

Commercialization Technical Assitance
If you wish to utilize your own commercialization
assistance provider, you are required to include this as a
subcontract or consultant in your budget and to provide
a detailed budget justification. You may include up to
$5,000 for assistance. With a maximum Phase I award limit
of $125,000, the actual award may increase to $130,000.
Reimbursement is limited to services received that comply
with 15 U.S.C. § 638(q).

Feature Highlight

SBIR Select Open Period
Fom November 14 to 27, firms will have 10 business days
to submit questions for clarification related specifically to
the Select SBIR Subtopics only. This feature will be availabe
via our website only. Any other questions will be rejected.
All participants will remain anonymous, and all accepted
questions and their responses will be posted for general
viewing throughout the solicitation open period

Commercialization Success
In upcoming weeks, NASA SBIR/STTR awardee firms will be
able report the success of their technological innovation
developed from a prior SBIR/STTR award. Currently,
firms are able to submit similar information through the
commercialization survey at the time of submission for a
new SBIR/STTR award. The new module will allow firms
to report their commericial success at any time during the
year and will be available on our homepage.

NASA SBIR/STTR Website
Redesign
On November 4, 2013, NASA’s SBIR/STTR program
unleashed a new website that is designed to be more user
friendly. The homepage will highlight the latest SBIR/STTR
technologies, success stories, and videos.
Additional features of the redesign include a drop down
menu and a new search tool that will allow firms to pull
SBIR subtopics by technology areas. The new search tool
will make it easier for SBIR firms to search for subtopics that
closely match their proposed technological innovation.
SBIR/STTR proposing and awardee firms will now have
easy access to information that will guide them through
the submission and award process.
Visit our new site at:
http://sbir.nasa.gov

Yardney Technical Products Inc. is a small veteran
owned business in East Greenwhich, Rhode Island. The
68 year old company has successfully delivered lithium
ion batteries for the past four NASA missions landing
on Mars. The batteries have displayed an outstanding
ability to readily handle the harsh environments of the
Martian weather and have far exceeded expectations for
reliability, performance, and on-time delivery of product.
In close coordination with its long-standing partners
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), Yardney is
recognized as the leader in meeting cold-temperature
requirements for the most demanding applications. Since
it’s first Phase I SBIR back in 1995, Yardney has continued
to mature a lithium ion design that has now operated
across a wide spectrum of military, civil and space
applications.
There are two 28 volt, 43 Ah batteries on board. While
the main power source is rated for 110W, the batteries
are capable of delivering peak power of 10kW. To power
Curiosity and its instruments, the Yardney advanced
Lithium-ion batteries are working with a radioisotope
power system that generates electricity from the heat of
radioactive decay. The batteries provide the complete
power needs of the main computer and all instruments
on board, with the radioisotope thermoelectric generator
(RTG) used to recharge the batteries back to full charge
voltage.

www.Yardney.com

Boom Deploys in SMEX Mission
The ABLE Deployable Articulated Mast (ADAM) was
developed by AEC able engineering which was later
purchased by ATK. ADAM was first used on the Shuttle
Radar Topography Mission (SRTM). SRTM consisted of a
specially modified radar system that flew onboard the
Space Shuttle Endeavour during an 11-day mission in
February of 2000.
AEC-ABLE delivered a 10 meter long boom for the NuSTAR
spacecraft, under a $10 million dollar contract. NuSTAR
includes the first orbiting telescopes to image the sky in
the high energy X-ray region. Deployable mast length
is constrained by available stowage volume, spacecraft
platform attitude control constraints (such as deployed
frequency) and the requirement for high stability under
on-orbit thermal environments and accelerations. AECABLE created the ADAM as an innovative solution for
providing this deployable and extremely stable structure.
AEC-ABLE has also developed a novel ADAM variation
(the “stiff-soft” design) that uses stiff rods as one set of
diagonals in the face of each bay of the mast. These stiff
rods have the benefit of greatly increasing shear and
torsional stiffness of the mast as well as having low CTE
relative to metallic cables, which are the conventional
“soft” diagonals used for the ADAM. Coil-able booms
are comparable to deployable truss systems, with the
main difference that the longeron is running over the
full length. When stowed, the longeron is coiled as a
spring which provides the energy necessary for their
deployment. NuSTAR, a NASA SMD SMEX mission,
successfully launched on June 13, 2012 with the boom
delpoying the following week.

www.ATK.com
* An important objective of the NASA SBIR/STTR Programs is to enable small businesses to achieve success in their endeavors. One method we use is to highlight
successful projects in this newsletter, calling them “success stories. You can find more at our website: http://sbir.gsfc.nasa.gov/SBIR/success.htm. If you would like to
submit your SBIR/STTR technology for consideration into our success stories gateway, please email: arc-sbir-outreach@nasa.gov.

Success Stories

Lithion-Ion Batteries Power Mission
Computers

NASA SBIR/STTR
NASA’s SBIR/STTR website provides details on the
programs, solicitations, resources, and more.
NASA SBIR Program Contacts
Program Management and center points of
contact can be reached via email or phone to
answer any questions you may have.
NASA SBIR Success Story Gateway
Web site enabling small businesses to achieve
success in their endeavors by highlighting
successful projects.
TechSource
Information on current and recently completed
SBIR/STTR Phase II projects. Facilitates the
transition of resulting technologies into further
development, investment, and utilization for
NASA.

Collaborate

Tech Briefs
Featuring exclusive reports of innovations
developed by NASA and its industry partners,
contractors that can be applied to develop new
improved products and solve engineering or
manufacturing problems.
Technology Innovation
Providing information about NASA’s technology
needs and opportunities, as well as interesting
facts and feature articles about our successes.
Spinoff
Providing NASA’s premier annual publication of
successful commercial and industrial applications
of NASA sponsored technology.

Solicitation Dates
Nov 14 - Jan 29, 2014
SBIR/STTR Solicitation
Nov 14 - Jan 29, 2014
SBIR Select Solicitation

Mark Your Calendar
November 14 - 27, 2013
SBIR Select Solicitation Open Period
March 4 - 6, 2014
Robert H. Goddard Memorial Symposium
(Greenbelt, MD)
June 15 - 19, 2014
TechConnect World Conference & Expo 2014
(Washington, DC)
June 15 - 29, 2014
National Innovation Summit and Sowcase
(Washington, DC)
June 16 - 18, 2014
2014 National SBIR Conference
(Washington, DC)
June 17 - 19, 2014
ISS Research and Development Conference
(Chicago, IL)

Office of the Chief Technologist
OCT is responsible for developing and executing
innovative technology partnerships, technology
transfer and commercial activities and the
development of collaboration models for NASA.
Please send general comments and questions to:
ARC-SBIR-Outreach@mail.nasa.gov

