Sunita Williams

Sunita Williams [1]
NASA Astronaut; Captain, U.S. Navy, Ret.

Sunita Williams (Suni) was selected as an astronaut by NASA in 1998 and is a veteran of two space missions
Expeditions 14/15 and 32/33. She is currently training for the first post-certification mission of Boeing’s Starliner
spacecraft – the second crewed flight for that vehicle – and her third long duration mission aboard the International
Space Station. Suni Williams and her crewmates are working closely with Boeing to develop their new spacecraft
systems, which will provide roundtrip crew transportation services to the International Space Station and, along with
SpaceX’s CrewDragon, return the ability to launch humans into space from United States soil.
Selected as an astronaut by NASA in June 1998, she reported for training in August 1998. Astronaut Candidate
Training included orientation briefings and tours, numerous scientific and technical briefings, intensive instruction in
shuttle and International Space Station systems, physiological training and ground school to prepare for T-38 flight
training, as well as learning water and wilderness survival techniques. Following a period of training and evaluation,
Suni Williams worked in Moscow with the Russian Space Agency on the Russian contribution to the space station
and with the first Expedition Crew. Following the return of Expedition 1, Suni Williams worked within the Robotics
branch on the station’s Robotic Arm and the follow-on Special Purpose Dexterous Manipulator. As a NEEMO2
crew member, she lived underwater in the Aquarius habitat for 9 days. After her first flight, she served as Deputy
Chief of the Astronaut Office. She then supported a long-duration mission as Flight Engineer for Expedition 32 and
International Space Station Commander for Expedition 33. Suni Williams has spent a total of 322 days in space on
two missions; she ranks second on the all-time U.S. endurance list for females. With 50 hours and 40 minutes, she
is second on the list of total cumulative spacewalk time by a female astronaut.
Read more: https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/sunita-l-Suni Williams/biography [2]
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